Pantoum is the Western word for she Malayan pantum, a poetic form that first appeared in the fifteenth century, in Mabyan literature. It existed orally before then. Making up pantoums was highly popular, and Malayans knew the most famous ones by heart. The Western version of the pantoum is a poem of indefinite length made up of stanzas whose four tines are repeated in a pattern: lines 2 and 4 of each stanza are repeated as lines 1 and 3 of the next stanza, and so on. as shown below:
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 (Line 5—same as line 2 above) 
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 (Line 7—same as line 4 above) 
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 (Line 9—same as line 6 above)






 (Line 10)






 (Line 11—same as line 8 above)






 (Line 12)
Sometimes the final stanza has a neat twist: although its first and third lines are as usual the same as the second and fourth lines in the stanza above it, its second and fourth lines are the same as the third and first lines of the very first stanza. This way, every line in the poem is used twice, and the first line of the poem is the same as the last. Rhyme is optional. 
